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IMPLICATIONS OF COAL POWER PROJECTS 

BY FATIMA SALEEM* 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Use of Energy, whether it is oil, gas or electricity, has changed modern day human life.  

Modern societies largely depend on continued supply of energy in all walks of life from home to 
school, business & industry to entertainment and so on.  Therefore, in order to maintain energy 
security men has exploited many a sources which help in production of energy, these sources 
inter alia includes coal as one of the major source. While using coal in electricity generation men 
experienced a big threat to environment due to carbon dioxide emission due its burning and this 
damage caused to environment has bigger cost then the benefit of energy utilization produced 
through coal, men is only custodian to the planet and not an owner because the planet earth 
including its environment has to be passed on to the next generation without inflicting any 
damage to it.   

Coal is a key element for producing electricity in all sectors of contemporary economies. 
Energy resources are of two types primary and secondary.  Primary fuels are found in nature and 
they are processed and transformed into energy resources know as secondary for human 
convenience. Coal has been used as an energy resource, primarily burned for the production of 
electricity or heat, and is also used for industrial purposes. Coal is the largest source of energy 
for the generation of electricity worldwide, as well as one of the largest 
worldwide anthropogenic source of carbon dioxide releases that is effecting the environment 
roughly. 

 
Environmental Impacts of Coal Projects 

Early uses of coal are from 4000 BC in China. Main users of coal around the world are 
China., India and USA.  Despite significant economic benefits there are adverse health and 
environmental effects of coal burning. World coal consumption was about 7.25 billion in 2010 
and is expected to increase 48% by 2030.  Coal particulates are estimated to shorten 
approximately 1,000,000 lives annually worldwide. Breathing in coal dust causes black lung 
which literally turns lungs pink color into black. The use of coal generates hundreds of millions 
of tons of waste products per year. Only in USA, air pollution from coal-fired power plants 
accounts for more than 13,000 premature deaths, 20,000 heart attacks, and 1.6 million lost 
workdays in the U.S. each year resulting in more spending on health purposes. Earliest impact of 
coal on the water side was that of acid rain. Some environmental impacts are modest, such as 
dust nuisance.  

However, perhaps the largest and most long term effect of coal use is the release of 
carbon dioxide. Coal is the largest contributor to the human-made increase of CO2 in the 
atmosphere resulting in unwanted and increasing deaths around the world. Nationally, at least 
42% of coal combustion waste ponds and landfills are unlined. Coal mining has huge impacts to 
local water resources, in order to access coal groundwater needs to be pumped out of the ground, 
forests needs to be cut down and fertile top soil are removed causing increased nuisance.  .  
 
Around the World 
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The deadly heat wave this year in the month of Ramadan took approximately 1000 lives. 
Minister for Climate Change Senator Mushahidullah Khan has said that the coal-powered plants 
in Rajasthan, India, could have contributed to these unwanted deaths. “Trans-boundary pollution 
is a worldwide concern. A fallout effect of the coal-powered plants, in combination with other 
abnormal climate change events, possibly added to the already warm temperatures. In west 
Bengal India, people are being displaced as the hollowing of the earth due to underground coal 
mining has made those places unsafe as the land caves in without warning. Beijing will close the 
last of its four major coal-fired projects by 2017. This is seen as a critical step in addressing 
pollution in China, which gets 64% of the primary energy uses from the fossil fuel / Air 
pollution, has attracted more public attention in the past few years as heavy smog envelopes 
swathes of the nation.  
 
Meeting the Challenge  

In order to protect the environment and save something for the coming generation’s coal 
plants need to be replaced with something as efficient as it is or better.  
 
Immediate Measures 

 An oath taking Ceremony be arranged at the time of graduation for the students that they won’t 
indulge themselves in any activity or become a part of any organization that damages the 
environment. 

 Awareness campaigns play a vital role. The more people know about it the more they would 
avoid using or producing it.  

 Walks should be organized against coal power projects thus creating awareness among the 
people, encouraging them in making a positive contribution to the environment. 

 Peer pressure and political groups along with other activities should instigate people to come 
forward against the coal project or any other project that is damaging the environment.  
 
Subsequent Measures 

 Media should be used in an advantageous way. Global warming is increasing with every passing 
minute; this should concern us more than anything else. Programs should be on aired inviting 
experts to make people understand how important it is to take care of the environment or else in 
no time we would go back to the Stone Age. 
 
Long-term Measures 

 Impose sanctions on those countries which continue planting coal power projects without taking 
into consideration its hazardous effects that are damaging the environment due to emission of 
greenhouse gases.  

 In Kyoto protocol along with other project a new subject specifically concerning coal projects be 
created and homework should be done on it in order to avoid any future environmental 
deterioration. 
 
 
Conclusion 

Despite all the pros and cons countries like Vietnam, Cambodia, France, Germany, USA 
and many other still continue planting these coal projects .These immediate measures should be 
taken in order to save the environment for us and for the coming generations.  
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